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It is a known fact that in the 7th-6th centuries BC, when the Greeks massively
left Greece to save themselves and their families in different countries, they managed
to establish Greek settlements quite calmly for many reasons, among which we must
consider the alleged knowledge of foreign languages. Marcus fabius Quintilianus also

points to the necessity of teaching foreign languages in his work “De institutione oratoria”.
Keywords: Quintilianus, foreign language, teaching, methods.

Marcus Fabius Quintilian (35-96), was the first professor of rhetoric in Rome.
His reputation was so great that he obtained even the consular decorations.
Preserved is his masterpiece, the Institutionis oratoriae libri 12 which he dedicated
to Vitorius Marcellus. The 12 books consist of 115 thematic units. The 2™ book
is an introduction to rhetoric and speaks about issues that are still relevant today,
such as: Relations between rhetor and grammaticus; Choice of a teacher, mutual
duties and pupil; Necessity of avoiding inferior teachers; Elementary rhetorical
exercises; narratives; proof and refutation; theses; reasons; preparations for
pleadings; Assistance to be given to pupils; Declamation; Orthography; Different
methods required for different pupils; Merits and defects of untrained speakers;
Necessity of adaptability, value or rules; What is oratory; Various definition,
Quintilian’s definition; Oratory an art; critics of this view; critics of its morality;
relation to truth; Arts or sciences of three kinds; rhetoric a practical art or science;
Nature and art; Is rhetoric a virtue; The subject of rhetoric; Quintilian’s view; Relation
between philosophy and oratory; range of the orator’s knowledge and others.

It is safe to say that Marcus Fabius Quintilian is the ancient Roman author
with the most modern ideas about teaching, as you will see for yourself when you
learn about Quintilian’s method of teaching languages.

It is a well-known fact that when the Greeks migrated from country to
country to save themselves and their families, they managed to establish their new
settlements quite calmly for many reasons, among which we must consider the
supposed knowledge of foreign languages. In any case, the necessity of learning
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foreign languages was well understood even in the ancient era, as Marcus Fabius
Quintilian points out in his work “The Teaching of Eloquence”.

Quintilin nowhere says that students must master the elements that make
up continuous Latin. On the contrary, it is argued that Roman youths mastered
continuous Latin before they were bound by fixed paradigms. Were the Romans,
unlike others, “expertes sermonis, until they were trained by a teacher in the
school? Probably not. If we study Quintilian a little more carefully, we can
identify his elementary instructions for learning foreign languages.

Quintilian recommends to teach the child first of all the Greek language,
because Latin, being the language used among them, will of itself be given to
him against their will. Therefore, they must start with Greek, from which Latin
language developed.

We should not force the child to read for a long time, or to speak only in
Greek, as many do. This is the source of the disadvantage of pronunciation when
speaking in the native language, because by constant use of a foreign language, its
idioms, we get used to it, and it is not easy to get rid of such a habit later.

Latin must be taught after Greek, and these two languages must “walk”
together, so that by giving preference to one the other is not injured.

Why have we moved so far away from this method of teaching Latin and
Greek? If we want to have a liberal education in Georgia, we must definitely
allow children to memorize Greek and Latin quotations. We must revive these
languages. Roman boys were educated in this way, and they mastered the Greek
language and culture. The teachers of the Renaissance thus shared the West with
ancient world and thereby saved them from the inhuman lethargy that followed
the loss of Greek. Even today, no one denies the effectiveness of oral methods,
for example, in German and English schools. Opinions against this regarding the
teaching of classics are due to the fact that there are no proportional achievements
in 1-2 years. This waste of time can be avoided, for in a year young men can learn
enough Greek to read the Apology of Socrates if they devote at least an hour a
day to it. Oral teaching develops not only memory and logical skills, but also
imagination, because, according to Quintilian, reading makes a perfect person.
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