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Literature and Literary Theory
The Clock as a Symbol of Antiutopian Time
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The existence of Soviet literature in itself implies the formation of an antiutopian
novel, for which “stopped” or “frozen time” is characteristic, which is a sign of being
in a certain frame, of inactivity, and it becomes a reason to look towards the future, at
this time the writer is “forced” to change something, to “finish” history in the name of
the future but in such a way as to disguise the time jump made by the person. When
discussing Guram Panjikidze’s novels from the anti-utopian point of view, attention must
be paid to the time factor, which was raised many times in his texts. Guram Panjikidze’s
“The Precious Gem” is a novel created in the age of immobility, whose characters realize
the essence or need of action only in a critical situation and bring themselves into
dynamics alongside the speeding hands of the clock, to be able to look towards the future
in the name of the present, so that it might be able for “another” time to come in at least

“another” space.
Keywords: anti-utopia, stopped time, totalitarianism.

Scientists have long agreed on the fact that the universe was created with
time, and time with the universe, and it (time) is 12-15 billion years old.

If time was an irrational dimension for the Greeks, for Christianity it
represents a transition when its purpose is defined. It all depends on how we use
the time that is free or depressing.

When the “Soviet man’s” move towards the future to create a new society
ended in a crash, he chose to turn to the past. As Bachana Bregvadze notes, the
half-savage army, tired and exhausted, hungry and thirsty, ragged and ripped after
wandering for seventy years, now “set off with its usual forced march towards
the “dark abyss of capitalism”. It turns out that time came into motion, but the
mechanism of the clock did not repeat itself in accordance with the constant
periodic processes (rotation of the earth, electronic oscillations), as is typical of
the authoritarian regime, everything went against the future again. Ideologies
still exist, openly or secretly, and the anti-utopian novel, with the obligation
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to reveal the ideal time-space lie, becomes more relevant, therefore, it is very
interesting to perceive it in the Soviet novel by analyzing the theories of modern
literary studies.

The existence of Soviet literature in itself implies the formation of an
antiutopian novel, for which “stopped” or “frozen time” is characteristic, which
is a sign of being in a certain frame, of inactivity, and it becomes a reason to look
to the future, at this time the writer is “forced” to change something, to “finish”
history in the name of the future but in such a way as to disguise the time jump
made by the person.

When discussing Guram Panjikidze’s novels from the anti-utopian point of
view, attention must be paid to the time factor, which was raised many times
in his texts. The writer himself believed that the “budgetary paradox” of time is
a very characteristic feature of our era, despite technological progress: “Today,
people create supersonic planes, rockets, the fastest means of communication, but
the faster these means become, the more we experience the lack of time”. This
must be the reason why the writer in “The Precious Gem” repeatedly directs the
reader’s attention to a stopped or sluggishly winding clock.

People often admit that they don’t have time to do great things. But its fast
pace is unacceptable only for a person who comes into action, otherwise for
Tamaz lashvili, the most passive character in the novel, around whom the events
unfold, it always “stands still”. One can see the disproportionality arising in the
productive use of time and, together with it, the problem of emptied space.

The problem raised in the novel - the stoppage of time and the essence of
emptiness - is not the artistic whim of the author about a specific face but the anti-
utopian passage, the fixation of the position of a passive rebel, the demonstration
of inaction, the determining factor of which is, first of all, the reality in which
the novel is written; seems that another time (meaning release, putting the
mechanism of time into action) has not come yet, and therefore, lashvili is the
prototype of expressing passive protest.

The process develops differently around Otar Nizharadze, the most
“temperamental and “full of life“ character presented in the novel, who is the
only person in the entire Filmstudio, who never rushes anywhere, unlike his
friend, the hands of his clock also move, but slowly like him.

Speaking about the concept of time, I. Ratiani believes that the anti-utopia
hero/heroes, the active coordinate/coordinates of the text, individually produce a
projection of displacement: “this” time is opposed to “another” time, “that” time
that will come “after” - the equivalent of a mysterious infinity. Antopian writings
not only accentuated the tendency to lose basic spiritual values but also tested
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and prepared the ground necessary for their reincarnation.

The universal conceptual relation of time, its linear movement, is a repetition
of the archetype of the Christian model, and its circular movement- of the
astronomical-mythological archetype. When speaking about the semiotics of
time, Professor Tsira Barbakadze emphasizes the similarity between time and
space. She cites Gustav Guillaume’s thought regarding the fact that time, as
history, is presented to us linearly - it can be an arrow of time or a spiral of time,
but necessarily with the effect of reversibility, therefore, the orientation of time
from the past to the future (back/forward) will return to the beginning. At the
end of the novel, the friends (Nizharadze/lashvili) come back to Svaneti. This
passage should be considered as an effect of reversibility, in which the return
to the past (in contrast to the “current movement of the Soviet man”, which B.
Bregvadze spoke about) is carried out to move towards the future again.

Will there come “another” time for the characters of the novel?! “We’re
going to leave now, disconnect from everything for two weeks, have a rest, let
our anxiety subside, and then start a completely new life. We have to work hard,
very hard because the time does not wait, those who could create something had
already done what they wanted at our age” (Guram Panjikidze).

This is already the path set by a real non-conformist, the main thing for him
to be given a chance for its execution, but in the carnival, the life itself plays, and
the game temporarily becomes life itself; that’s why, Iashvili and Nizharadze will
really be able to ambivalently “play” the future in front of the present for a few
days, although temporarily, the couple of lashvili-Nizharadze was created for
this very purpose, in order to achieve victory by uniting conflicting personalities
- they go with the hope of coming back and with the motive of engaging in a
new carnival. The hands of the clock sped up and along with it the expectations
of the readers.

Guram Panjikidze’s “The Precious Gem” is a novel created in the age of
immobility, whose characters realize the essence or need of action only in a
critical situation and bring themselves into dynamics alongside the speeding
arrows of the clock, to be able to look to the future in the name of the present, so
that it might be able for “another” time to come in at least “another” space.
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