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In the article, we focus on the secondary characters of the Homeric epic, who sur-
round the main characters or heroes and actively participate in the development of the
action, playing a positive or negative role. Secondary characters have a great role in re-
vealing the faces of the main characters. In the poems by Homer, the face of the main
character, his courage or weakness is mainly revealed through them. Secondary charac-
ters, in many cases, help Homer’s heroes to overcome this or that difficulties. There are
cases when the secondary characters, prevent the main characters from achieving their
goals, instead of helping them. What role the secondary character plays in the poem, de-
pends on what the epic writer wants to emphasize. The secondary characters we present
in the article create conflict, develop the plot, and are the catalysts for the main charac-
ter’s transformation. The relationships that the epic heroes form with these secondary
characters develop into one continuous arc, and how these relationships are resolved is
one of the main plot elements of the Homeric epic. This is quite an important line, which
often seems to be secondary, but it is unique, and if “The Iliad” is “The Iliad”, “The Odys-
sey” is “The Odyssey”, and “The Aeneid” is “The Aeneid”, with Achilles, Odysseus, and
Aeneas, the contribution of Andromache, Penelope and Camilla is also quite large. Sec-
ondary characters in Homer’s “The Iliad” and “The Odyssey” can be said to be supporting
characters, those who, on the one hand, help the main characters appear in a better or
worse way, and on the other hand, help the reader to better see, love or hate the main

character, or remain completely neutral towards them.

Keywords: Secondary Character, Epic Poetry, Ancient Literature Hero, Artistic Face,

Epic Face, Main Character, Literature.

There are multiple objects of admiration and study - the main and rela-
tively understudied, in our opinion, underappreciated, neglected, second-
ary characters of the works of art. In the article, we try to analyze the
functions of the secondary characters in Homer’s “Iliad”, expressive meth-
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ods, their role in the development of the plot and give them a “deserved”
place in the uniqueness of the famous work, next to the equally famous
main characters.

We conducted the work in the following directions: we defined the
literary aspects of the character in general and of the secondary character
in particular, such as: an artistic face, a main character,a secondary charac-
ter, a hero of the ancient epic; We have classified the secondary characters
in Homer’s “Iliad” according to their role and function (Homo Sapiens:
better representatives of the heroes, misses, collective characters...; un-
leaded: animals, birds, those with immaterial faces; natural phenomena...);
We have shown what a different load the secondary character received in
Homer’s works; We have determined the general regularities of the imagi-
nation of secondary characters in ancient epic poetry.

During the research, we “discovered” a total of 48 secondary charac-
ters with primary functions in “Iliad”. Of them, 18 are men, 2 - women,
4 - collective names, 2 - Missans; 4 - birds, 5 - animals, 4 - spirits, 3 - natu-
ral phenomena (winds). As for the characters with an immaterial face, in
their case, in terms of number, the following image was distinguished:
dream - 1; prayer - 1; pride - 1; sleep - 2; fear - 1; trembling - 1; death -1.

All of them perform different functions in relation to the main char-
acters of the poem.

In the very first song of the Iliad, there is an episode with the second-
ary character Thersites. Homer describes Thersites as follows: “He had in
his heart endless and meaningless words, with which, without any order,
he argued with the kings, but somehow to make the people of Argos laugh
- he was the most shameless man among those who came to Ilion (Hom.,
Iliad., 1, 220-225) . Despite such a characterization, let’s realize the func-
tion of Thersity in this episode and in the poem “Iliad” in general: 1. He is
the first hero in world literature to reprimand someone who is above him
(in this case, the leaders); 2. He is the first in fiction to speak out against in-
justice; Therefore, even if Thersites has no other function in this poem, he
has already established his role as the first rebel in the history of literature;
Also, in the 3rd episode of Thersites, the faces of the main characters are
revealed: Agamemnon as an unjust appropriator, Odysseus as a rather rude
warrior, and finally Achilles as a righteous, just, defender of the oppressed.

The episode of the old Trojans, who first lay eyes on a beautiful Helen
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is very interesting for us. Old men sit by the walls of Troy and grumble
about what kind of woman she is , why the lives of so many innocent peo-
ple should be sacrificed to her. At this time, the beautiful Helen arrives.
The old men open their mouths, fascinated by Elena’s beauty, and then
they will shake their heads and say - oh, no, it’s worth fighting so much for
such a woman. What did Homer do? He, as a great genius, probably knew
very well that some people like a priest and others like a priest’s wife; That
it would be difficult to describe such a beauty of a woman, that it would
delight everyone in the same way. Therefore, we cannot find a description
of Helen’s physical beauty in the poem, nor do we know whether she was
black-haired or blond, had blue or black eyes, but if her beauty affected
the emotions of many elderly people, Homer left no doubt to the reader
that Helen would be really beautiful. And to show this, the epic used the
secondary characters - grumpy Trojan old men.

In addition to the fact that the bravery of the main characters can be
seen in the battles, Homer also tries to paint a complete portrait of them in
the nuances. Consider, for example, the episode of the meeting of Menel-
aos and Adrastos. Adrastos says to Menelaos: “Give me life, son of Atreus,
and accept a worthy ransom (Hom., Iliad., 6, 50-55). At first, Menelaos
seems to think of keeping Adrastos alive, but at that moment Agamemnon
approaches him and says, dear Menelaos, what are you doing to this man,
the Trojans have invaded your house and you must kill this man with your
own hands. In this episode, we see that Menelaos is both sensitive and for-
giving, yet when it comes to his own people and dignity, he can be cruel
and unforgiving.

Agamemnon’s artistic face is well revealed in the episode where he
defeats Peisandros and Hippolychos. They beg the hero: “Take us alive,
son of Atreus, and receive a worthy ransom®, although Agamemnon will
not spare them and will save both of their lives (Hom., Iliad., 11, 130-135).
This episode caught our attention with the secondary characters offering
the main character a kind of bribe to save his life. Obviously, the fight of
the Achaean heroes against the Trojans is mainly focused on the return
of Helen, but they also want to take the booty with them. This is exactly
what Thersites argued with Agamemnon at the beginning of the poem -
I will give you all the booty. Despite this, when it comes to the dignity
and morality of the Greeks, we see how material well-being takes a back

seat for the heroes - Agamemnon refuses a “bribe” and does not want the
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lives of the captives. The role of the secondary characters, Peisandros and
Hippolykos, in the poem is also quite first-rate - in their episode we were
convinced that Agamemnon is not for sale.

In the ancient Greek tradition, birds with a prophetic function are
represented as birds of prey; The appearance of an eagle in Homer’s epic
always suggests something compositionally. In addition to the prophet-
ic purpose, the nature of the birds’ flight, their chirping, etc., allows for
many interpretations.

In “Iliad” our attention was drawn to the dream as a secondary char-
acter with a primary function. In the first song, Zeus will send a dream to
Agamemnon, who must convey the wisdom of the Supreme to the hero
(Iliad., 2,20-30). This dream attracts attention in several aspects:

1. It is of divine origin. First, the author says that Zeus had a dream:
“Finally, Zeus had this thought in his heart: He was burning Atreus,
Agamemnon, between sleep” (Hom.il.2,5-6); And then Agamemnon him-
self points out that his dream is of divine origin (“I saw a divine vision...
God stood before me at Sastumal...”);

2. The hero who leads the marching army of the Achaeans and wins
big or small wars for 10 years is wrong in the interpretation of the dream.
Agamemnon is sure of the divine will - the Achaeans must win this war
sooner or later, and he does not even doubt the correctness of the dream.
He does not think that everything can turn against the Archaians. There-
fore, the hero interprets his own dream himself. Agamemnon believes that
the dream is positively prophetic (cf. Oppenheim 1996:175-77). And he is
so much under the influence of the dream that the latter arouses in him
the desire to renew the war.

Sleep is presented as a character in the thirteenth song of the Iliad. The
function of sleep here is to put the Supreme to sleep. Also, it is incumbent
upon sleep and death to bury Sarpedon in the rich region of Lycia, to erect
a grave and erect a column, this is honor for mortals” (Hom., Iliad., 16,
670-675).

Often, in Homer’s poem, characters with an intangible face help the
main character to get the complete answer to all the questions. Although
they do not exist physically, they are capable of manifesting powers and
abilities that exceed the capabilities of an ordinary, living person.

For example, in the twenty-third song of “Iliad”, when Achilles has

to fulfill a friendly and human duty - to give the body of his dead friend,
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Patroklos, to the bonfire so that his soul can find eternal rest, the hero,
despite his great efforts, cannot light the bonfire. After that, the hero on
foot will stand far from the bonfire and appeal to the two winds (Hom.,
Iliad, 32, 200). The winds “immediately came to the sea, blew and stirred
up the waves with their noisy breath, they came to fertile Troy, attacked
the bonfire, and the divine fire roared loudly” (Hom., Iliad., 23, 210-220).
Here the function of the winds is to help the main character, Achilles, to
fulfill his human duty.

We could say a lot more. For example, how Achilles’ gift of friendship
appears in relation to Patroclus, Menelaos’s bravery in relation to Paris,
Hecabe’s role in the troop of Trojan women, how Nestor’s wise advice
helps Agamemnon and other heroes, as opposed to Mentor’s boring lec-
tures, the function of the gods in the plot of the Iliad, and others, but at
this point the question of how secondary these heroes are, including the
gods, seems a bit controversial, and this time we will refrain from this type
of reasoning.

In this way, we have shown that through the secondary characters,
the face of the famous main characters in Homer’s “Iliad”, their bravery
and weakness can be seen. Secondary characters, in many cases, help the
main characters to overcome this or that difficulty or obstacle, or on the
contrary, prevent them from achieving the set goal; Readers are helped
to better see, love, hate, or remain completely neutral towards the main
character.

Epic supporting characters create conflict, develop the plot, and cata-
lyze the main character’s transformation. The relationship that the epic
hero creates with these secondary characters develops into one continuous
arc, and how these relationships are resolved is one of the main elements
of the epic’s plot.

The main characters, usually in Homeric epics, are dynamic, grow,
change, die, and the story ends there, for example, when Hector dies. Sec-
ondary characters are more static. Their character does not change and
they can be used constantly to stress or relieve the story, to emphasize the
negative side, or to present the positive. They are constantly found next to
the main characters, for example, Misses.

The secondary characters of the Iliad certainly do not receive the same
attention as the main characters, such as Achilles, Hector, Agamemnon,
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Menelaus, but they are often more effective than some of the epic heroes.
Of the 956 heroes of the Iliad, it is impossible to imagine that all of them
are drawn with the same strength, but many secondary characters make
us remember ourselves, create a certain weather and a finished artistic face
for the development of the story.

Secondary characters introduce Homer at key moments in the Iliad.
Not so many episodes are devoted to them, however, as we have seen,
their primary function is clearly expressed.

Finally, I would like to emphasize the main conclusion of our research:
secondary characters in Homer’s “Iliad” are still jewels that adorn the main
characters, sometimes cheap, sometimes relatively precious. They attract
the attention of the reader for some time, but the main attention of the
reader, of course, is still drawn to the epic hero. Simply, where there is a
main character, there will always be a secondary character, often with a
primary function.
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