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0005 8053500 oML (3bMm3zMgdoLy s Jobo 30MmM369d0L Qob30maMgdol
dgLobgd, 099935, 09356 4d0MYJOME JOMO, 9B o 8603369 M36 Bo3356-
dm 363093l SbMHIgdgb FgmMgbserolbmzsbo 3gMlimbaoggdo, HMIgwms yo-
09993 ©M3s60L LOWYgE O, 5EBM, 1ObEHIMILM S 9ONBRIOMZB0 0dbgdm©s
(300mb. 0b. goxrm0bsdzowo, JoMglsdzowo 2011).

3379 909Lbob “cgddml 3060 9699 d9EIMORMDBYO0” Wosmobm® 965y
d949bogro s $39659g LEMEs dmEfgMwo gMMsIOHMO MHMIsbos, Hm-
99wdog XoMIOHMdOL Ysermdom 5sdosbols 3065 9wog3930L 5335300
dbOHMdOE0, oL 89993 oL Lbgoslibgs bmaoswmmo 5396gdol so-
905bms Gobxm 3bmM3zM9gdsL g3bmds, Lsbsd WIgMmgdol 9dfgmdom 333
5059056500 56 2500509 (3939.

ALMBWOM OGO EGHWIM580 5M59MHMO 39MLMBs70s, HMIGdOE bOZMMOM
53056, BoBMYsMGIsLS ) BodgsMMLmsb T9OH0ygdMdOL, 96, MdGS-
WM, 36Mmd0LIMY356MHMBOL 35dM, Lb3s 25005093930956. U BHOSBLEZMOAs300
bob 2036000909005, Bob — 565 (Fogo0MS, WY30Lol 9dmnbggzsdo),
b6 0 BomE0s, bsb 30 - Bsdzowo. gb BLsdmoligreo, dommemyowm®o
396oLsb3560 Mool e MbOHMBSL Fog0m®o, KsMmLbMMO 9wgdgbd-
000 5900MYd9b, A[gMEol Lomddgewl Low®dgl bdgbgb s I30mbzgw B3
09689 80509F0wgdsL sbgbgb.

1b35 gomsLobgzol dolE Mool 5J3l, OHmymOE B30 Mo 0d3ven-
19d0, bbgoslbgs GH030L LsdsdO, ogoE0Ms©, 3mb3MYBHWWwo 3MbRwoddo
15321056 353056, BLoBMYPSOMYILMD, BoTYsOIMLMB, 51939 SM93bMdOYMO,
53 39olbIMBL 0T, GMA 550560 IBIOOM Yodmgygm d+965dM0Z Lod-
g4ommb o sbems 3303 MdMBgds 00 Fooml. gomalisbgol 3o 3mgol
3990mbYo3s 99BHwsEOm0s 06MH-dOLEHWE Mgwoa09dd0. d9MIbMwo
3000 Mool bYdYsMmMTo 393005 SOLYDdS, HMAWIOOE 5©F0BOLS s Fbm-
390l d96mfHgasl Fo0dmoy9bab (39639360, 609gs, Jsarmqzbs, Jodgms).

9053500, M3 96EGH03MM0 HMISBOL FgmOHgbseolbm3zsb 3gMlimboggdls yo-
Bsbboggdl bLbgs 5566MH0L 39MLMbSgd0LYSE, 56M0L o, GMd bdoMsw, Lbgs 5s66g-
0oL 39OLMbOIgd0 5M056 JoMMEMYOGO, 56 OLEHMOOMWO s bEgds Bsmo
69063H9M309G5305 (Anderson 1994: 48-51). dbs@Gzmwyaro 3OHMbBoL 39OLMmbs-
£900 30 IbMEME godmymbowos s sHsE0o, LsobEHgMglim Labols 894abs ao30-
9000 dbge0s. J398mm 365bMm, HMYMG sbgMbgdls 53sb 53Egolo Mogz0l
6035680 ,,mdOmL 3060
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OmEd B396 3L9B¥OMOdM MHMIGE0dg 93GMODY, oQ90Ms©, 3MIgMmb-
b9, B396 96 38304HMOM 53500 3MIGOHMUBDY, sM5dg Job 2d0MdbY - sdo-
93Dy, 39JBH™ODY, 9wgbgHg. gb F0a3560d670L PBOMBsTo 39MBMbFgdOL
9609369cmdsBg, 00935 96 Fgodegds IgmEgbsmOlbMZ56 39MLMbsgdl do-
39560Fmm 2560339000 3300090 Mds FJJuEb F0dsMmgdsdo, 56 o-
309356Mmm 2563390 35L5519059y (Graverini 2012:78-81). dso mbgs dmgvy-
d90bmm BMLEHO© 49BLEDBLIMMO BM6J305 T35 T0MYdMb Jodotrong-
do00 (Frangoulidis 2008). sbg, 355000005, 5399900 dgmOgbseolbmgzsbo
3960LMbs7900 b0 5M056 I05356M0 2806M0L F9ESTMOHRMBOL S Joesdoom
©506@9Mm9Lgdol JobgBbo. HMISBT0 SLgmo 39MLMBI5Gd0 S6106:

BMGH0S, HMIJ0E 30LL Y356, oML Y390, M) HMAMOOs do-
Lo 35@Mbol gy, 35830¢0g, HMYMOO 300JOO KOPMJ5MI0s s MIIbo
L0sg0L B gbs gmdeos. BMEHO0S 9906905 WY30MLL, Grmss 996 dmbggo,
3060l bgbo sa0M@s. 3583539890 s05LoL A3V BBy 0dodgzery
dobgz00, FbmemE 505J50 M38 OILbY MBI 30MYBHY39dL s J;gEwo
RO 58bM35. 996 30 F930WGIOM 5O 50IMBBO s 960 bdeols 4399
b0 OE0s 153Td 2909MH0ds 3H03doM (53W. MJM.306. 3, 18).

RG0S BoobGHgMgLms 0domsE, MMI 030 20O LOEWIWME OSL-
069U Jogds@mbols BoBow 2o0M@alivbgsl. w300 BmEOEIL X osEmUbMG
9553l godmlEYrgdl s ¢obBy Fooligadls, Boa®oed Bod ol bozzws, 3065
39005093939- LHMM90 BmGH0IL §Ysermdom begds d0e356M0 230600l 456M©s-
bob3s (83ME0.mdM.306. 3, 21).

5MoLBHMIG0Y (30 MLOL Msbsdybeg®mo), MMIgEbsg LoBIs®do Jowwo
Y3905, 0079 OMYMEOH0S J3MA69dI0 IOMBOWO: M30B0 Boy3z5MGE0, MHM-
39353 MVIWSES, MOHZO 99309, IYHBMOY0 J0303)960 - BoYsg45, BbsdoM-
09 - 363605, JoLO GOMN-9MO Boy35MEOL (3L, HMTYETSE 0F0 3UIWVOP
dmoblgbos, Joends 3993030 MOLMEIMdS JoMboxs, boymao GgmhgHs s g
LoEMEO30 M35 Fgaros obgs 3300 sdd0dgdEo, Momdml 3o m mb-
5 MdMbM. 8053500 4806M0 53 439eox3gMl oAb, Jowols Lo@yzgdo ol
3933063905L 0393, (3G90 580690 300093, 079935 F0TMb JMHMO© OE
36™00LAMY356M9dsLSE 909dMH3L 16356 ATOML Joero (5399w.mdM.3060. 1,9).

G9wgxnOHmbo, OHMIgeoi d0Mgbsls Lobendo dolwer oMLl vMyz9ds 53
Josddo (ws®olsdo) sGLYdMe w3borm® 990mbgg390By. Boaswomo Im3-
453L, MM 5943 B30 M35¢00 bsbsbo, OHMYME ysMomwmdgb doi3s9-
090l 99 Joesddo. mvy, Fog90me©, FoMobmgswl d3zwMmol bbgwmeo
9090 56 BdIMY, YoMIO F5COIII0S, 059350 IM0FMl 139O
Lobosb glis My ob Bs3zmo s Jo(335¢9dML FgrygLmb. 5 Fegz5M0 gdo-
6ol dodo 30 56 BsbL, 56589 0bGHIMHgLo s (36MdOLIMYZ5MIGMdS. GgerR3-
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Mmbo 300093 MROM LsObEIOILML bEOL WYE0MLOL 53 Jogsddo Bsdmligersls
(03MW.mg6.306.2, 22).

56599060M39 WO BHIMHIGHMMHOL  MYMMHYBH03MBYO0 3936l  AbxJEMmdb
0090b G9globgd, MHMA 1530 5560Mb 39MHLMB7OL boliosmol 9bsls s YMMowMY-
05 29535b30¢Mb 230M0L 3Mb(39B3305BY, OMIgEro mOHOY6EHMmGdIMo 0dbgds
9.0 9B6M9g00L 3ombgzsDY, doo MTgEHL, U J9TIMNEGOO 0d69gds gmEgbs-
MolbM3zsbo 39MLMBsYGd0L B0dsMm. ,,0BMHGdOL Jombgzs®, B3gmwgdMog, 3vy-
@olbIMdL b3y 50580560L 5BMGOOL, §8ME309dOL 56 FoBEBEMIBZBOL go®Bg3z0l
96 292900l 1B, TglodErgdEMmdSL, oo 2o09dg Bomes 3sdmbs@ml ollobo
3960500 56 56539Mds MmO 3m3b03s300m. gl ML 3639330, MM~
39woi bBdoMo sLobmos bsdgEbogom 3sbELEH03MM, 35MbMMToeMH s
396GHIBEGH03MNO WoEIMOGHMEMmST0, LooE 39MLMBsggdL sd300 BgdmMbgdMogo,
96 8mfobsgg 3H9dbmermyomMo doergdo, Mo dom Lsdwnogdsls sdarggl Bbgg-
B0l SBOIOLS o MABMIPOYBY 3Jmbgo gomds (Finkelpearl 1998; Walsh
1999; Schlam 2019).

Lobsd30wgdoE, dMbgdol 3oMb3s, MMMOE U Fodmbobwyos dbsE)-
360 oG MeGM530, SOLYIMOL. DMAO0IOH 50sd0sbl Fgmderos onzo-
obml 9H»35bgmols sBGMYd0 0y, MMM gl BIoMs 5Ol sLsbo gogn-
99090, 96 {ogbgddo. dombgogs 0dols, O™ B39b Bmaxge d9ga30dwos yo-
dm303bmm, ) ML FodHMdL, 56 gMdbmdL 30609, domo sdmbsmdzs8900U,
Lbgmarol gbols o LoGYzogMo 60dbgd0sb godmdobsmyg, dbmemo Bm-
3096l 99mde0s 3060300 j3c0mds b3 5©580560L BEOYOLS S Tobogsb
390M(30000905bg ()3M. ob. Pasetti 2007: 123-124; Moreschini 2016: 2024-
2025).

099939, ¥OLYdIMBL MFY393H0 Lsdg3b09MHM s BHYIbMEMYOMGO Yobgoms-
995, MHMIG0E ©39300M90w0s 3H306-3m330EIM0L 063 JMHR90LYdMSD
(BCI) s 6306003095000Ds305L00b, GMIegdlsg d9oderosm $H30b0l of-
03000l dqlobgd 06835300l Jofmgds s, 39M339MwHows, sBMHYdOL
96 296B6M5H3930L 0b6BHIM3MYE 5300l oIM(39Ts. Jovbgs350 5dob, 9B B9d-
Bemy0900 Ol 560l 0dobysb, MM d9dwwmb sDMYdOL fogzombgs olg, Hm-
303 gb B39wgdM0g FbsGZOI oG MHSEHWIM5T0s 35dmbobeo. olobo,
doMH0MOIQ, 45dMm0Yygbgds LsdgEoEEbm JoBbgdolmzol, 33eg30Lbm30L s,
Bmy0gHm 990mbz93580, 99Hrmmo dgLsdegdaemdols ddmby oOms @s-
LobdoMgdEs.

»3Mb900L 30mbgzs“ AaEolbdmdl Bgdmbgd®og, 56 dmfobsgg G9dbmenm-
3060 Mbs®l Lb3gdol sHBEMYOLS s 9IM(3093DY H3mdobosmgol, 5dob Grm-
3o bLobsd30gdo ol MBYdS 3mb39BE0SP, BMIGEOE sOLYDIMBIL FBobESLEO-
399600 3mOIom. LsObEHIOYLMs, M S3WIGOMLMb Sbgmo Modgbodg dg-
M69bsOOLbM3s60 39OLMbsg0s. glghos: 3Hwgncdmbo, GMIgwoi InMmoEsb
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363IbMBL, Mol BoJOHMBL gbs v ol 4B0M0; 356005, MMIgEos MLoGY3ME
b30905 300l FoBEBEOHZLL 535 v 08 LOEWYSE05d0; sGOLEHMAYEY, M-
393 50058056900l sHBEOYOOL Foz0mb3s gdanos (s39w.md6.306. 2, 13-15;
3, 25-28; 7, 36).

B399 90603, FbsBztre GHgduBdo 39MLMbsggdol Lobgwgdo 3609369-
M350 OHOEL SLOWWGd96. olobo, DmaxgH, 300mm3b69d0L LemEom-glodm-
@M0® oboliosmgdgl Fo®mdmoagbgb, DmaxgH 30, bolosmol 3mb3zMg-
Ao 6odbob, 4omgabmdol, J3g3oL, B393900L dobggom 33583969096 0o
) 00 2800L. 53 GH030L 39OLMB7YIdOL Q9Ms, BsfomBmgddo a3b3wId06
obgmo 3d0Mgd0, OMIGMSE 3Mmb3MgGHWwo F50wgbEHORBOEMYdgo bod-
6900 96 go5Bbosm s 0Lobo LobgEgdom 56 5M1056 JMblgbogd o, I3,
26J30IH0 035WLsBOHOLOm, by3d5m© LsobEGHIMILM 3BIMEOMIGHL HoMDmo-
39696 MmO 5350 53GHMMHOLMZ0L, sig3g, 93000b39WOLMZ0L. 5349w g0v)-
Lob MMIS6T0 ,,mdOML 3060 53 3030l FgMOIHIOOLLMZL 39MLMB7g Ol 3569-
373690056:

MO0 Joeo, HMIGEmyb ghm-gHhmo Igmdgl (356005L) Jmszs6 doM-
b9 300mgOL, gb 3530, SBWS MM 05F93DY 3 EbOE-0330M0 52005, B9d-
30L dmygbgdmo Jgueobymaolmzol sy oobxgdsm. Jowwol Lody-
3900m, 8300b39wo b3zgds, HMI 8mo356 oML Moo LEFOHMbY dmgeob.
LoIGO 0350905, 06GHMO0YS 350YdS (53W.mdM.306. 1, 12).

O3S Jo9d0 LMol Im3es39b, g5 oML 333w gEmds HMA 6
0M5IL, 2593935 LU, 09935 9B dg3569 Tob 9dBYds, 8y Mo 3030,
3900939, 9350 d9bo sdbsbsy0, HMIGEmbs3 9hmo© gmdob ©sdol o-
150935 JMb3Z9IO S 25939300 06O M3 MAZgEMM. MHMEs 93569 5oL
9906905, 3053500 4d0MH0 FodMmdL, 5565¢0BYdL, MM 3gmoerds IgMHmgd
LOBdMHEIMEOL godm 30 56 FJofigos 00 O WIHEHMIS Y530, 5M5TJ©
dolids LOIZo3M9d X39MDY Lodgs Fgobosbgzobs dolbo mMsego. d9356MgLmb
©05MYd0 593565 Bsbl 3500 28060l dodo (s3w.mdM.306. 1, 15).

3035530 Boler 309356 30O, )309LL, Jmbsdo dgbggMowo Jowo
533MOL, MY OMYMO0s 0w mbo (8053500 4doMmol Bomglogo), 30Lmabog
Lobendo d0gdyHogigds doMo. Joerolbash 30g90m, ™I 0g0 sOHOL “YdmIm©
9000560, ™33 FoMdmmaqbwrs dMbfo. sl yzgwrs oEbmdl, Mmam;s
MRl O 06Ol 5©53056L, HMIgEroE 3935HTgMdl 9fg35 s sdom
0 LoMRYYdGL 00gL. F6356 oML Mbo@ogl B0 mbL. oMo sbg3Y
50 Joeobgeb 9gogmdl, Gmad dogrmbols 39wy Boq058d0s goblifogervyero s
60 030 30039 370565 @S bYIEgdol Fgdarm 339w -godmaddsbgdo
0M3¢9d5. 3OS 0oLy, HMP I3000b39W0 LOAZSMO00M 56O Fobgfigmds adoMol
Bongliogol 0ot s 9339 Bgmm LYWW GOHMY39M 3000b35L
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»Bgbl 830b39WL, vy GoBHMI JoEOoL sbgm 5Esd0sbMB, doe0sb JoGryo
Bobl 5356 230MT0 0bEHIMILOL 50IZMS, M3 Joeol BssddmMdIs sdmofjzos
d0mbols 3ol dglobgd (s329.cmd@M.3060. 1, 20).

Lodo BMOds 3530, MMIGEM3 Mgl oglbs W30Lo S WIBMES Olo-
60. 28060l Lodwoghg BsBL (s3w.mdM.306. 2, 32). 05300 Job3obderols, do-
@™bols, Lobermsb dolivemds mE30mLds o0bsbs MO 535530, HMIgdos
dombols 3o®ob 8993369358 Wsdmdbb, Moms Lyberdo IbmzMgdbo sdm-
9I0Gm. Y3045 0LOBO IBMES s 3060939 sTbM. Foli30bAEgdO Fo-
©55MB0bS 3530L0 LA 0gMOL Yo Mdom. gl deogM9ds LML 935H539d-
056 9963069000 4590bsGs (53990.md6.306. 3, 6).

Lod0 sbosBMOL 8330 gMdsT0 MO0 W)30v9LO 0B~
b3, Gy go0mBbgds Jow0, IVMEMIWMoRsb Mm-gMHmOol §360030, M-
3903 999H0Ldogdsl dmombmgl. sl 3390 B Bzowo 853830 3ys3zs d03-
0. Joeo boebls 30dsOmmogl, 53 MULE 85333L o063 dmbggm, 3od)o-
5Md00639 399199 MGOLM. Joeol Lo@yzgdo doBbs olsbogl erwmso-
Lol Esbixsl s gl 439w sxn9cmo {doMmdo 0f393L Fodl. (5399.mdM.306. 3, 8).

©@93096L 33mbos, G Lo 3530 FmIes. JoLMSb F0EOB FMUBsTsGINEY-
Bo s 90690056, MMI Mo3g Mgl 49IRb, F9MMs3bymBol Jobbom o6
3933039009905, gl 35359Mds LOEGOWOL VZ3MOgdOL 35E03L(39TO FoTMZOYM-
Bgorm. 9l ©¥3MHYds 39000 RIBYMBOWOs Fob 35¢03LsE3gds dodrgbowo o-
Bobomdols, 53@™Mols s 9L gdEgdoLsdo. 030 oo B0Yz5MHITPOm
3000658303093l 5 5MBLML LEAHYMBIOML 56 Fgaodmbggalim. gl 3gOLiMmbo-
£900 90053560 4d0MOL 56{gmdol go8Mm 39009358 0Lobsg9b J0Bbs© s W3Msg-
00l 9535639 MdLOEG J9MbOES396 (939.mdM.306. 3, 11).

339900 9019L0b MMISBTo dog0b LoobEHgMglim dgmMgbsdolbmgzsbo 3gMbm-
Boz05 ALy, 50053056930l K Aa30 LbgsILlBZs 73Mbd (309300 dMegz5M0 oMol
90056Om. 359W0mMo©,  Yohowgdo, MMIWGIOE 3009 J9IJEIINW COEO-
<LL bE9d9b s 3dodg BHz0MmML 330009096 98 OOHML WY30MLO 0SBOHYIL, vy
5900965 MBFMNEMS 5580560 3bM3zgwol J0ToMmm, M5IIBI 55~
905699605 50530560 3bM3gols Jodsdrm. gb BodEo bgwl »Fymdl gdoMols

LOHMEYgMGBHL s dolo FbmEEdbg3g™dOL 330 GdL (5349.mdM.306.
3, 28); 356900396 F00535¢ 30605 39X 3oLl 3L oglbs gM-
00 35030, 390509, GMIGEds3 d0MBE0L 4530l 25dMm OO 3MIdO
L3995 030. bgerolidgddergew BodBMOL HoMIMoAqbl gl dgdswg adoMOLO-
30U, 590 56 5393l LTSS, 35MJd0 T9Fodml O MOZWI30MZY
90 M35MHgMBIL 9B (53MW.mdM.3060. 4, 2). dgx™ag, MMIGELs3
39058398 EoMLOo. falom, 356MRsE Mbs Imgzwm dolmzgol, ™Mvdi3s dg-
XM29L 3mo dbo s0dmBbs s 30MLl BB GYogl SdMMDOS,
0096l 538539009. WY30LL 35()Jd0L 3m3b60L 090G 30 J9IYHMOS
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(53W.d6.306. 7, 15). bsdogg 930bDmETo FgnMmgbseolbM3s6 3gMHLmMbszgdLs
00bsOmo BMbJ305 9g3m. 9HMo FbM0Z3, 0B FMs356 {ToML Bobx o396 s
MO0 gdgb Jobbol Jowfg3sl, bmem, Igmeg dbGog, dolo 3bmdogMgdols
393330, 2oBOOIL obs30MHMBYOI.

JOMNO 3530, 93553009960, HMTGE0E 30M9©I3IIWO WY30MLOL dobo-
3Mb50 Y3905 535H5390L, 039 HMYME IM3 3OS YOO 53053L, MOMJMl Jogm-
6ol bEGHFsMB> WMEOMLTS OMAME 2odMH S 3gmoo dsldobdgaro.

3371 909L0b HMIsbJo gdmEogdol 3sdmafizgz Igmemqbs@olbmgsb 3gmbm-
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In a literary work, the central place is given to a person. The main subject of depiction
for the writer is a person and his society. In a written text, there are secondary characters
next to the main character, who are brought in by the authors for different purposes and
assigned certain (in many cases, key) functions by them. In the article, we will try to show
how the story of Lucius, the main character, turned into a donkey, develops throughout
the novel; What difficulties does the main character have to go through before returning
to his original state, and most importantly, what is the relationship between the main
character and the secondary characters. They often put the main character, Lucius, in an
unbearable situation, and sometimes, on the contrary, show tolerance and even empathy
towards him. The adventures of Lucius, full of difficulties, are made even more interesting
by the secondary characters, who present the main character in different situations and
show us his spiritual strength and unbreakability. In terms of their relationship with
the main character, secondary characters in Apuleius’s novel are grouped according to
certain signs/characteristics: interesting to the main character; unnamed characters;
characters that help the hero to achieve the desired goal; Characters who are represented
in the form of animals and birds, and whose symbolic signs or actions provide the main
character with certain types of information he needs; characters who pose a threat to the
main character; characters that push the plot; Characters who blame the main character...
These characters, of course, have different functions in the novel, but the goal is still
the same: to better present the main character, to reveal his character, to emphasize his
insightful mind, and to reveal the reader’s sympathy or antipathy towards the hero.

Keywords: main character, hero, secondary character, novel, prose, plot, action

development, characterization, metamorphosis, literature.

A novel is a long narrative literary work characterized by a complex plot.
Unlike a short story, it depicts a large circle of life events, interesting and
multifaceted lives of actors whose interests are intertwined. Mainly, the novel
tells about the life of the main character and his personality development,
however, along with the main characters, the secondary characters perform very
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important key functions, without which the plot of the novel would probably be
uninteresting and monotonous.

Apuleius’s “The Golden Donkey” or “Metamorphoses” is the only fully
preserved Latin novel in which the story of a man being transformed into a
donkey by magic is told, after which he is introduced to the miserable life of
people of different social classes, until he is transformed into a man again with
the help of the gods.

In world literature, there are many characters who, due to disagreement
with themselves, society or the world, or simply because of curiosity, turn into
someone else. This transformation is sometimes conscious, sometimes not (for
example, in the case of Lucius), sometimes it is illusory, sometimes it is real.
These fairy-tale, mythological transformations enrich the realistic narrative
with magical elements, add depth to the writer’s words and make an indelible
impression on the reader.

The mystery of transfiguration has, as superficial impulses, different types of
pretexts, for example, a specific conflict with oneself, society, the world, as well
as the unconscious, which implies that man was born separated from the natural
world and now returns to that bosom. Atonement for sin through conversion is
prominent in Hindu-Buddhist religions. In the world of Greek mythology, there
are many creatures that are a combination of man and animal (centaur, nymph,
mermaid, chimera).

The main thing that distinguishes the secondary characters of the ancient
novel from the characters of other genres is that often, the characters of other
genres are mythological or historical and are reinterpreted (Anderson 1994:
48-51). And the characters of fictional prose are only fictional, and it is much
more difficult to create a new interesting face. Below we will see how Apuleius
manages this in his novel The Golden Ass.

When we talk about any author, for example, Homer, we do not think about
Homer himself, but about his heroes - Achilles, Hector, Helen. This suggests the
importance of characters in the narrative, although secondary characters cannot
be given a certain independence in relation to the text, or reduced to certain
passages. We have to find a precisely defined function for them in relation to the
main characters.

Photida, whom Lucius loves, tells the hero what his master’s wife, Pamphile,
is like, what a cunning sorceress she is and how much evil she can do. Photida
tells Lucius: “You smelled like wine when you came. Like maddened Ajax, he
drew his sword boldly, only Ajax attacked the live cattle and slaughtered the
entire herd. And you turned out to be much braver, and under your sword, three
swollen Tikmao drank their souls (Apul. 3, 18).
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Photidaisalsointeresting in that she secretly attends the hero’s transformation
of a lady into a bird. Lucius cheats Photida of magic ointment and applies it on his
body, but instead of a bird he turns into a donkey. It is thanks to Photida that the
main character is transformed (Apul. Gold.Ass,3, 21).

The theorists of modern literature argue a lot about avoiding the language of
the character and focusing on the concept of the hero. When it comes to reading
opinions, even more so, it will be justified in relation to secondary characters.
“Mind reading” usually refers to the ability to discern or understand another
person’s thoughts, emotions, or intentions without being able to express them
clearly through verbal or nonverbal communication. It is a concept often
depicted in science fiction, paranormal, and fantasy literature where characters
have supernatural or advanced technological powers that allow them to access
the thoughts and feelings of others.

In fact, mind reading as depicted in fiction does exist. Some people can read
each other’s minds in a way that is often portrayed in movies or books. Although
we can sometimes guess what someone is thinking or feeling based on their
expressions, body language, and verbal cues, only some have direct access to
another person’s thoughts and inner experiences.

In summary, “mind reading” implies a supernatural or advanced technological
ability to access the thoughts and emotions of others, while in reality it remains
a concept that exists in a fantasy form. There are several such characters with
Apuleius. These are: a telephone that senses from a distance what this or that
hero is thinking; Panthia, who knows without a word Lucius’ intention in this or
that situation; Aristomenes, who can read people’s thoughts (Apul.Gold.Ass, 2,
13-15; 3, 25-28; 7, 36).

Usually, the names of characters play an important role in a fictional text.
Sometimes they represent a socio-psychological characteristic of a person, and
sometimes they show us one or another hero based on specific signs of character,
appearance, behavior, habits. In addition to this type of characters, there are
characters in the work who do not have specific identifying marks and are not
mentioned by name, however, from a functional point of view, they represent
a rather interesting product for both the author and the reader. In Apuleius’s
novel “The Golden Ass” secondary characters of this type belong to: Two women,
one of whom points to the main character of the other (Pantia), this man, now
lying dead on the floor, will soon be punished for his insult to me. Through the
woman’s words, the reader realizes that the main character is in danger. The plot
gets tense, the intrigue falls (1, 12) and others.

In terms of their relationship with the main character, secondary characters
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show certain signs/characteristics, according to which the main character appears
from a different angle. They arouse interest in the main character; Nameless
characters forcefully throw the hero into an unbearable situation; Some of
them help the hero to achieve the desired goal; Secondary characters, who are
represented as animals, pose a certain threat to the main character and cause
physical damage. Some characters strain the plot, while others blame the main
character and show a positive attitude towards him. These characters, of course,
have different functions in the novel, but the goal is still the same: to present the
main character better, to reveal his character, to emphasize his insightful mind,
and to show the reader’s sympathy or antipathy towards the hero.

Thus, as a result of the conducted research and analysis, we can conclude:
the secondary characters of Apuleius’ novel are gradually formed from their
introduction into the story until the end of their appearance (time). Authorial
characterization of these characters is a dynamic process and is always more than
just the sum of individual details in which the reader engages and receives new
information about the main character. The characterization of these characters
is the competence of the reader, along with the author. Secondary characters of
Apuleius are presented in a variety of ways - through comparison, conversation,
negotiation, balancing, evaluation-reevaluation, allusions. At the same time,
they mainly focus on questions - who, when, how. Often, their characterization
is understood as a complex narrative strategy. The way these characters are
presented is not easy. It includes the strategies of openness, implicit precision/
outlining, and intertextual association/dissociation.
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