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Theme and rheme structure of the speech, the theory of actual division of the
sentence and the problem of architext
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Akaki Tsereteli State University

Kutaisi, Georgia

In the article we will analyze the theory of actual division of the sentence and its
connections to the problem of architext. Conceptualization and modeling of architext
mainly relies on the general basis of dialogue, consequently we should refer to the
theme and rheme structure that is originally and contextually connected to the sentence,
and it leads us to the theory of actual division of the sentence. More specifically, the
sentence as a structure was “not enough” for the theme and rheme structure as a linguistic
phenomenon, consequently it is not also enough just to transfer the problematic issue
from sentence level to the context one. The most common definition of the architext
reveals its connection to the theme and rheme structure. Therefore, the renewal of the
system of actual division the sentence is utterly important. The renewal that carries out

the function of this transformation is possible by means of compositional speech forms.

Keywords: Architext, composition speech forms, theme-rheme structure, verbal

vertical.

In the article we will analyze the theory of actual division of the sentence
and its connections to the problem of architext. Conceptualization and modeling
of architext mainly relies on the general basis of dialogue, consequently we

should refer to the theme and rheme structure that is originally and contextually
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connected to the sentence, and it leads us to the theory of actual division of the
sentence. The unity of all these problematic issues leads to the recognition of
the text as the highest unit of the verbal communication (Tevdoradze. 2010: 52).
More specifically, the sentence as a structure was “not enough” for the theme and
rheme structure as a linguistic phenomenon, consequently it is not also enough
just to transfer the problematic issue from sentence level to the context one. In this
case the theory of actual division of the sentence should be closely and explicitly
connected to dialogue in one hand and to the anthropocentric metaparadigm
(Levinson. 1997:58) on the other hand. The most common definition of the
architext reveals its connection to the theme and rheme structure. The concept
and model of architext is a conceptual construct that literally belongs neither to
the system, nor to the discourse, it is an abstract formula connecting two linguistic
realities by which language as a system is realized. Without theme and rheme
structure and actual division of the sentence the problematic issue of architect
could not be simultaneously interdisciplinary and linguistically centered, so the
phenomenon of the architext basically is the textual phenomenon, and we know
that the theory of actual division of the sentence and theme and rheme concepts
as well, both are connected to the sentence and not to the text. Therefore, the
renewal of the system of actual division of the sentence is utterly important. The
renewal that carries out the function of this transformation is possible by means
of compositional speech forms.

We should define the concept of the theme and the rheme. The traditional
definition of the THEME by V. Shevakova is the theme is a component of actual
division of the sentence in relation to which something is asserted in the given
sentence, hence theme as a major component of actual division of the sentence
primarily connected to the sentence. But we should take into consideration that
something can be asserted clearly and definitely by means of the text and not by
means of the sentence. Consequently, the actual division of the sentence should
be connected to the text, that is the renewal of the abovementioned concept.

As to the next concept - the RHEME - it is also connected to the actual division
of the sentence and it is a component by which something is asserted about the
main point of the verbal massage. This definition is closely connected to the
definition of the theme and they both could be adequately accepted in the frame
of the text not in the sentence. And the sentence itself is a part of more extensive
unit — the text.

The theme and the rheme structure of the sentence is a reflection of the

universal verbal phenomenon like the compositional speech forms. To present
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the compositional speech forms we should admit that any expression represented
in the text should be either:

e Proving of something

e Describe of something

e Discussion

As any text is a reflection of composition speech form it is obvious that any
description or discussion is based on the theme-rheme interaction (in the frame
of text). As it is said in the theory of composition speech form “while perceiving
reality, the human consciousness reveals its active nature...either the reality is
fixed as a fact, or a choice is made, or an assessment is made” (Shevakova 2009:14).
Hence, there are tree composition forms in modern theory of text: massage,
description, reasoning. These are basic forms of perception of reality, and by
means of them textual reflection of reality is possible (Shevakova 2009:14). Any
replica should be produced in the form of any type of composition speech form
and the composition speech form will be subjected to be the actual division
understood textually.

All in all as we consider the architext as a conceptual construct that by its
functional role is between the language system and the textual sphere that serves
to the textualization of any types of discourses. The model of architext from a
dimensional point of view, represents a vertical and its constituent parts, so called
“levels” are in dialogic as well as “collision” mode with each other. These levels
are functioning in the frame of “upper” and “lower” levels. One level should
combine integrity of interdisciplinarity and interpharadigmatic phenomenon
where intertextual paradigm will maintain the leadership. The other function of
the architext is to be linguistically centered, and this should be reflected in the
synthesis of the replica system of the dialogue and speech vertical. The speech
vertical itself considers the replica system of the dialogue as a combination of the
theme and rheme system and the composition speech forms. Without the theme
and rheme system and the composition speech forms architext as a conceptual
construct could not be at the same time linguistically centered and interdisciplinary.
The controversial issue of this aspect is that architext as a concept is a textual
phenomenon and whereas the theme and the rheme system and the composition
speech forms are related to the sentence rather than a text. To sum up, the concept of
architext logically deals with the refreshment and renewal in the approaches of the
theme and rheme system and the composition speech forms, consider them in the

frame of the text rather than in the sentence scheme.
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